MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE CABINET MEMBER
SIGNING HELD ON MONDAY, 4TH JULY, 2016, 09:00

PRESENT: Councillor Alan Strickland, Cabinet Member for Housing,
Regeneration and Planning

13.  FILMING AT MEETINGS

The Cabinet Member referred those present to Agenda Item 1 as shown on the
agenda in respect of filming at this meeting and asked that those present reviewed
and noted the information contained therein.

14. URGENT BUSINESS
None.
15. DRAFT TEMPORARY ACCOMMODATION PLACEMENTS POLICY

The Cabinet Member considered a report which sought approval to consult on the
proposed Temporary Accommodation Placements Policy, in order to assess the
impact of the policy and to prepare a final version of both the policy and the Equalities
Impact Assessment that accompanies it. Both the Temporary Accommodation
Placements Policy and the wider Housing Supply Plan would be reported back to
Cabinet for approval.

RESOLVED

I.  To note that the council’s Housing Supply Plan is being developed in response
to current and forthcoming pressures on affordable housing supply in Haringey,
as set out in the report and summarised in appendix 1 of the report.

II.  To note the draft Temporary Accommodation Placements Policy set out in
appendix 2 of the report and the draft Equalities Impact Assessment that
accompanies it, attached as appendix 3 of the report.

lll.  To authorise consultation with those residents who may be affected by the draft
Temporary Accommodation Placements Policy, and with key stakeholders as
set out in the report, in order that the policy and the draft Equalities Impact
Assessment can be finalised.

IV. To note the proposed support package for households placed outside London
set out in paragraph 6.17 of the report, which may be subject to change as a
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16.

result of consultation, and that specific budget provision for this may be
required.

REASONS FOR DECISION

There were over 8,000 applicants on the housing register and every year around 500
new statutory homelessness duties were accepted by the council. As the supply of
housing reduced and becomes more expensive, there was a need to take steps to
ensure the council could better respond to those who approach the council as
homeless and in acute housing need. There was a particular issue with the supply of
homes that could be used as temporary accommodation and changes to the sourcing
and allocation of temporary accommodation were required to address this.

Where the council has a prima facie responsibility to households presenting in acute
housing need it must source suitable affordable accommodation for that household;
increasingly this was becoming more difficult to locate inside and close to the borough
boundary. A placement policy was therefore required to be applied in the case of
placement into temporary accommodation outside of the borough. A decision was
required in order that the council could move to adopt this new Temporary
Accommodation Placements Policy.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

All feasible options to improve supply and meet demand have been considered and
would continue to be further considered as part of the Housing Supply Plan.

The procurement and allocation of temporary accommodation has become
increasingly difficult within the Haringey and London market. Alternative options to
meet demand were not available to the council within current budget provisions and
the allocation of any additional funding would detrimentally affect the provision of other
council services.

The council could have chosen not to adopt a placement policy for temporary
accommodation. However, officers must be able to demonstrate a clear rationale,
eligibility criteria for suitable placements and consideration of support packages in
order to comply with current case law and be clear and transparent about its
placement activity.

NEW ITEMS OF URGENT BUSINESS

N/A
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